
UNIVERSITY COUNCIL MEETING 
December 5, 2016 

3:00 p.m. 
1045 Pamplin Hall 

AGENDA 
 
1. Adoption of Agenda Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
2. Announcement of approval and posting of minutes of November 28, 2016 Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
 These minutes have been voted on electronically and will be posted on the 

University web. 
 
 

   
3. Presentation 

Campus Master Plan 
Mr. Jason Soileau 

   
4. Old Business Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
 Commission on Graduate Studies and Policies 

Resolution CGSP 2016-17E 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 
Resolution 2016-17C 
(Deferred at the November 14, 2016, University Council meeting) 
Resolution for the Establishment of a School of Plant and Environmental Sciences at 
Virginia Tech 

Dr. Sally Paulson 
Dr. Dean Stauffer 

   
 Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 

Resolution CUSP 2016-17D 
Resolution to Establish a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biomedical Engineering 

Dr. Dean Stauffer 

   
5. Announcement of acceptance and posting of Commission Minutes 

These minutes have been accepted for filing by electronic vote and will be posted on 
the University web.  Note that the purpose of voting on Commission minutes is to 
accept them for filing.  University Council By-laws require that policy items be brought 
forward in resolution form for University Council action. 
 
Commission on Outreach and International Affairs 
October 27, 2016 

Dr. Timothy Sands 

   
6. Adjournment Dr. Timothy Sands 
 



University Council Minutes 
December 5, 2016 

3:00 PM 
1045 Pamplin Hall 

 
 
Present: Tim Sands (presiding), Jack Davis, Karen DePauw, Karl Markgraf for Guru Ghosh, 
Susan Sumner for Alan Grant, Martin Daniel for Theresa Mayer, Brenda Van Gelder for Scott 
Midkiff, Gary Long for Sally Morton, Kim O’Rourke, Julie Shumaker for Charles Phlegar, 
Thanassis Rikakis, Patricia Perillo, Savita Sharma for Dwight Shelton, Elizabeth Spiller, Robert 
Sumichrast, Jack Lesko for Don Taylor, Tyler Walters, Angela Kates for Sherwood Wilson, 
Richard Ashley, Andrew Peck for Matthew Chan, Dave Close, Benjamin Corl, Mary Beth 
Dunkenberger, Sally Paulson, Robert Sebek, Dean Stauffer, Ross Verbrugge, Susan Anderson, 
Rami Dalloul, David Tegarden for Joe Merola, Corinne Noirot, Christopher Beattie, David 
Dillard, Tom Inzana, Lisa Kennedy, Christopher Zobel, Robin Lawson, Sue Teel, Annette Bailey, 
John Massey, Lynn Byrd for Sandra Muse, Glenda Scales, Rex Willis, Montasir Abbas, Gabe 
Cohen, Alex Parrish, & Tara Reel 
 
Absent: Cyril Clarke (absent with notice), Michael Friedlander (with notice), Steve McKnight, 
Menah Pratt-Clarke, Paul Winistorfer, Hans Robinson, Bryan Brown, Anita Puckett, Jennifer 
Brill, Kathrine Carter, Paul Herr, Nathan King, Judy Alford (with notice), Tracey Drowne, Teresa 
Lyons, Lynn Short, Tom Tucker, Nicole Johnson, Chelsea Corkins (with notice), Brett Netto, 
Perston Huennekens, & Julia Billingsley 
 
Guests: Erik Ervin, Jack Finney, Rachel Gabriele, Mary Kasarda, Chris Kiwus, April Myers, 
Jason Soileau, & Pamela VandeVord 
 
Dr. Sands called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
1.  Adoption of Agenda 
 
A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda.  The motion carried. 
 
2.  Announcement of approval and posting of minutes of November 28, 2016 
 
Dr. Sands noted that these minutes have been voted on electronically and can be publicly 
accessed on the Governance Information System on the Web (http://www.governance.vt.edu). 
 
3. Presentation 
 
Mr. Jason Soileau gave a presentation on the University Master Plan (attached). 
 
4.  Old Business 
 
Commission on Graduate Studies and Policies 
Resolution CGSP 2016-17E 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 
Resolution CUSP 2016-17C 
Resolution for the Establishment of a School of Plant and Environmental Sciences at Virginia 
Tech (Deferred at the meeting of University Council on November 14, 2016) 
 



Dr. Sally Paulson presented the resolution for second reading and made a motion to approve.  
Dr. Rikakis had a meeting with the college deans on December 1, 2016, to discuss this 
resolution.  There was an agreement to add the last whereas clause to the resolution. 
 
A friendly amendment was made to correct a grammatical error in the fifth whereas clause.  The 
word “collaboration” was omitted after the word “interdisciplinary.”   
 
A vote was take and the motion to approve the resolution passed. 
 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 
Resolution CUSP 2016-17D 
Resolution to Establish a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biomedical Engineering 
 
Dr. Dean Stauffer presented the resolution for second reading and made a motion to approve.  
The motion was seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
5.  Announcement of Approval and Posting of Commission Minutes 
 
These minutes have been voted on electronically and will be posted on the University web 
(http://www.governance.vt.edu).  Note that the purpose of voting on Commission minutes is to 
accept them for filing.  University Council By-laws require that policy items be brought forward in 
resolution form for University Council action. 
 
 Commission on Outreach and International Affairs 

October 27, 2016 
 

6.  Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 3:38 p.m. 
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Contextual Background 
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CAMPUS  MASTER   P LAN   – G re enway   Pede s t r i a n   L i n ka ge s

CAMPUS  MASTER   P LAN   – S en s e   o f   P l a c e

Historically applied design standards and 
principles help to create a strong 

“Sense of Place”
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Identify, Create and Enhance
Spaces for Experiential Learning

and Engagement

Project Summary / Overview 

Respect the Past…

Impact the Present…

Provide a Vision For 
The Future!

Only a Land Grant University with a 
spirit of Service…

like that embedded at Virginia Tech 
can evolve to create the 

VT‐Shaped Student!
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CAMPUS  MASTER   P LAN   – Con su l t a n t   ‐ S a s a k i

Internationally Recognized 

and Highly Awarded Planning 

Firm!

Florida 
State 

University

Rutgers

MIT

U
S
C

Scope of Work

Virginia Tech Campus Master Plan 

Part A: Blacksburg Campus – Traditional Master Plan

Part B: Blacksburg Campus – Additional Planning Studies
• Space Study
• Student Life Initiatives
• Creativity and Innovation District
• Infrastructure

Part C: Roanoke Campus

Part D: National Capital Region

Part E: Added Scope Items
• AREC Study
• Destination Area Facilities Program Facilitation

• Intelligent Infrastructure & Human Centered Communities
• Integrated Security
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• 60% of the current trips to campus are 
made by vehicle

• Goal to reduce vehicle trip and continue to 
track mode split and progress
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Sources: Robertson, Jenkins Mikell. Historical Data Book, University Archives of Virginia Tech, 1972.  |  Cox, Clara B. A Special Place for 200 Years: A History 
of Blacksburg, Virginia. Town of Blacksburg, 1998.  
“Hi t  f th  N ti l C pit l R i ” http:// t d / b t / hi t   |  “Ab t Vi i i  T h C ili ” 
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Historically, the 
academic mission has 
always been reflected 
in the physical makeup 
and character of the 
campus.

Virginia  Agricultural 
and Mechanical College 
was founded in 1872 as 
the state’s premier 
land grant institution.  
Its proximity to 
downtown was always an 

Population: 700+
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After WWII, there were 
significant campus 
infill projects for 
academic and student 
housing growth

Population: 5700+
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Today, the physical 
campus has the 
opportunity to reflect 
the values of the 
University’s mission, 
Beyond Boundaries, with 
strategic growth

Population: 32,200+
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Discussion Questions…
It is important to maintain the “Virginia Tech Experience” through physical 
development of the physical campus. What does this mean to you?

What are some unique Virginia Tech traditions, and how should these traditions be 
facilitated and celebrated through development of the physical campus?

Discuss the value, emotion, and/or memories elicited by the following spaces:
• Drillfield
• Duckpond
• Dietrick Lawn
• Henderson Lawn
• Other

How might the Alumni Center be integrated into campus life through development of 
the  physical campus?

How might public art be integrated into the physical campus in a meaningful way, and 
how might this be utilized to celebrate the “Virginia Tech Experience?

How important is a robust and dynamic university commons (union) and how might 
such a facility be used to engage the broader community and alumni?

Masterplan-g@vt.edu


