
 

RESOLUTION FOR CHANGES TO UNIVERSITY POLICIES FOR STUDENT LIFE:  
WEAPONS POLICY 

 
 
WHEREAS, the University Student Conduct System is an educational tool with two 
main objectives: to hold students accountable for unacceptable behavior, and to modify 
those behaviors deemed unacceptable by the university, and 
 
WHEREAS, the University Student Conduct System strives to address unacceptable 
behavior in a manner that informs students and guides them toward a greater sense of 
personal responsibility, and more mature and ethical standards, and 
 
WHEREAS, current policy (contained in the Hokie Handbook) already states that 
unauthorized storage, possession, and/or use of weapons is prohibited on university  
property, and  
 
WHEREAS, the University is committed to policies and procedures that address 
campus safety and security, and  
 
WHEREAS, the University would like to convey to students that since weapons are not 
allowed in on campus residential facilities that ammunition should also be prohibited,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Policy # 8300, Student Code of Conduct– 
Weapons be amended as follows: 
   
Student Code of Conduct – Weapons  
Unauthorized possession, storage, or control of firearms, weapons, on university 
property, including storing weapons in vehicles on campus as well as in the residence 
halls. Furthermore, ammunition can not be stored in any residence halls on campus 
(other than BBs and paint balls). (Note: organizational weapons of the Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets, approved by the commandant, are not prohibited by this policy.) 

 
Weapons 
Firearms are defined as any gun, rifle, pistol, or handgun designed to fire any projectile 
including but not limited to bullets, BBs, pellets, or shots, (including paint balls) 
regardless of the propellant used. Ammunition is defined as any material intended for 
use in a firearm, capable of being projected by a weapon and/or makes the weapon 
operational. Other weapons are defined as any instrument of combat or any object not 
designed as an instrument of combat but carried for the purpose of inflicting or 
threatening bodily injury. Examples include but are not limited to knives with fixed 
blades or pocket knives with blades longer than 4 inches, razors, metal knuckles, 
blackjacks, hatchets, bows and arrows, nun chukkas, foils, stun weapons, or any 
explosive or incendiary device. Possession of realistic replicas of weapons on campus 
is prohibited. Stun weapons is defined as any device that emits a momentary or pulsed 
output, which is electrical, audible, optical or electromagnetic in nature and which is 
designed to temporarily incapacitate a person. Students who store weapons in 
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residence hall rooms, who brandish weapons, or who use a weapon in a reckless 
manner may face disciplinary action, which may include suspension or dismissal from 
the university. Students who store ammunition in the residence halls will face 
disciplinary action. Exceptions to possessing weapons may be made in the case of 
university functions or activities and for educational exhibitions or displays. Exceptions 
must be approved by the Vice President for Administrative Services, in consultation with 
appropriate university offices. This policy does not prohibit the possession of firearms by 
persons, such as law enforcement officers, who are authorized by law to do so in the 
performance of their duties. A weapons storage program is available. The storage 
program applies to the weapon and ammunition. Ammunition that will not be stored 
includes Paintballs, BBs, Air Soft projectiles, Nerf gun projectiles, and CO2 Cartridges. 
Interested persons should contact the Virginia Tech Police (Sterrett Facilities Complex, 
231-6411.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the above resolution for changes to University Policies for Student Life: Weapons 
Policy be approved. 
 
March 22, 2010 

Attachment Q




